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     Advocacy Report (Area 02 + Area 04)

   District Committee Chair: Anita Schnetzer-Spranger
1. Advocacy topics in the biennium 2022-2024
“Advocacy and action have moved to the forefront of much what we do” 

Advocacy is focusing on the three topics of concern: 

1. Violence against Women and Girls:  
· Ending child marriage

· Domestic violence

· Digital violence

2. Women in Leadership:

      
· In the workplace

· Women as representatives on all levels of government

3. New: Climate Change:

      
· Climate change and gender inequality

Two key time slots for advocacy during the year:
· 25. November – 16 December; ZsN Campaign + 16 Days of Activism
· Month of March: Women’s Day in March (8 March)
Advocacy actions throughout the year:  


· To promote the human rights of women
· To promote SDG No.5 “Achieve gender equality and empower women and girls”. 

· To end violence against women and girls

2. New Tagline 
To clearly translate Zonta’s mission and action for service and advcoacy: 
“Build a better world for women and girls”.  
3. District 28 Goal: 
“100% of clubs and individuals participate in an action to combat gender-based violence”
a) Clubs’ advocacy activities and achievements during the Zonta Says NO to Violence against Women-Campaign (ZsN and OTW): 
Even in the time of the pandemic crisis clubs were very active promoting the ZsN-Campaign, but in 2022 clubs were even more committed to engage in the worldwide campaign to fight violence against women and girls. 

Area 02: 99% of the clubs participated in the ZsN-Campaign. Due to the energy crisis the previous illumination of city landmarks had been replaced by other prominent tools, like benches and lounge chairs in orange, imprinted with the helpline phone no., banners on bridges, posters in busses, window decoration of stores and shops, flash mob-actions, bakery bags imprinted with the helpline phone no., lectures and panel discussion on VAW etc. Exhibition of art depicting VAW from different angles brought also attention of the media.
Some of the clubs were cooperating with likeminded organizations and stressed during their actions the “Open Letter” to Chancellor Olaf Scholz, the ZsN working group of the UdZC had launched shortly before the 16 Days to call on the German Government for long overdue coordinated policies and actions. 
Area 04: 100% of the clubs participated in the ZsN-Campaign during the 16 Days of Activism. The nation-wide action against femizides in Switzerland with red shoes for each victim rose public awareness and motivated passers-by to get more information on that topic. Bakery bags imprinted with “Gewalt kommt bei und nicht in die Tüte”, flash mob-actions, crowdfunding for under budgeted women’s shelters and talks/lectures with police women who have to deal with violence against women and domestic violence in their professional work every day, brought attention also to club members. Exhibition of art depicting VAW from different angles brought also attention of the media.

In both Areas it is obvious that the cooperation with other like-minded organizations is perceived as a very meaningful and impactful way to enhance visibility and credibility of Zonta and the clubs as well as the urgency to actively combat VAWG as a human right’s violation. 
b) Advocacy activities throughout the year: 

Most all clubs do have additional activities throughout the year, like the Parity-project (Area 02) focusing on gender equality and women in leadership or the ZONTAlente- (Area 02) and the HoriZonta-Project (Area 04) focusing on education – just to name only a few. 
The war in Ukraine preoccupies many clubs. Mostly their projects are aiming at supporting asylum seeking women and their children in various ways. Also, giving language classes for refugee women from different destinations are well taken advocacy projects to draw attention to this group of vulnerable people, many of which are victims of gender-based violence. 
The new topic on climate change and the disproportionate impact on women’s lives has found its way in some of the clubs. The ZI Zonta Says NOW project led by the Australian Zontians and the climate change working group of the Union of German Zonta Clubs are providing educational material to introduce the clubs to this topic.   
Overall, there is the unanimous opinion that advocacy activities are a meaningful way to raise awareness on Zonta, its mission and goals and a possibility to recruit potential Zonta members.
4. UN 67th Session of the CSW: “Innovation and technological change, and education in the digital age for achieving gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls”. The hybrid format of the NGO CSW 67 Forum made it possible for clubs and members to attend official sessions, side and parallel events and to connect with other Zontians around the world. 

5. Committee Chairs support
Goal: to assist the clubs in the biennial goals, to provide information and engage members on CoE and UN issues pertaining to women’s rights and gender equality.
· Area 02 Meeting in Gießen and the Area 04 Meeting in Olten: PPT Presentations  on the topic “Advocacy, Council of Europe and the Istanbul Convention”. 
· Disseminating of information and links on the Istanbul Convention, the monitoring mechanism and the recorded Zonta Webinar from May 2021 on the IC.
· Dissemination of the “Notes on Ending Child Marriage” for the upcoming 16 Days of Activism.
· Dissemination of ZI Statements on the Iran 
· Dissemination of the ZI Statement, registration and information around the UN CSW67 “Innovation and technological change, and education in the digital age for achieving gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls”.

· Dissemination on “An overview on cyber violence against women and girls”, drafted by the ZI CoE Committee. 

· Dissemination on the EU ratifying the Istanbul Convention, June 2023

6. D.28 Advocacy Committee 

Advocacy Representatives were appointed to support the clubs in their advocacy activities on the national level:

Area 02 Sonja Hartmann, ZC Darmstadt

Area 03 Gabriella Fumarola, ZC Taranto

Thank you to all clubs and members for their highly valued commitment in taking action in advocacy initiatives and for their alertness in women’s rights and gender equality. 
And to all Fellow Zontian on the District - and Area level for giving advocacy a voice on their agenda and through their Zonta work. Thank you all! 
Anita Schnetzer-Spranger, PID
D.28 Advocacy, UN, CoE Chair
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